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; ) - Mr. HO KOM TONG,
_ 0.B.E.; J.P.; Kt. of Grace. Yen,; Order of St. .lol'lt! of Jerusalem
Thero are two kinds of philanthropist recognisable in the world, ‘The first kind is a person who is always

gonorous in giving money to the poor, while the gecond kind is a person who is always busy in making bis personal
offord in’ charity besides giving his money. The story of Mc. Ho Kom Tong will chow one of the second case.

I\_[r. Ho Ko Tong, the younfger brother of Sir Robert Ho Tung, was born in Hongkong in 1806. He
received his onrly education at the Central Inglish schcol (Now Queen’s College), and coucurrently he was tavght

" Chinese literature under private tuitors.

Starting his commercial career at the age of twenty, Mr. Ho’s first occupalion was Chinese agent of the
Insurance department of the Jardine Matheson Co., Ltd., Hongkong.: He was successful in business because of his
hard efford in social affairs. He invested a large capital in sugar enterpiise, so his business extended throughout
China, Munila, Iloilo and Java. Heresigned from the Jardine Mutheson Co., at the age of fifty, and concluded Rl
his business to led o retired life nt seventy. Mr. Ho is always concidered as Lhe most influential Ggure in benevolent
affuirs in the Chinese community. Most of his monoy and time were spent for tho poor sufferers. The followings
will'show his natural humanity and bigness of beneficence. 35 el

Upon the uprising of the boxers in 19¢0, the whole city of Peking, the then Capital of China, was in a chaos.
Tho Cantoneso inhabitants thorein cabled to the Cantonese in Shanghai for'reliel. Mr. o, who was in Shanghai at
that time, inunodiately held a meeting in the Cantonese guild to dicuss that matter and gave his contribution to lead
the othors. At the same time he sent a telegram to Canton and Hongkong for assistance. Finally, a sum of
$15,000 was raised. $10,000 of the money was remitted to Peking while the rest amount was used in purchasing two
thousand Dbags of rics for the sufferers there. Through much difficulty, more than a thousand Cantonese and nearly
two thousand people of othor provinces were saved. :

In 1908, when Kwangtung was in a terrible flood, Mr. Ho contributed $50,000 and at the same time he
held 2 Roliof Fund Bazaar to vaise money for the purpose. Consequently, more than $400,000 were raised.

The flood camo again in 1910 and Mr. Ho contributed another 850,000. Desides, he made an appeal to the
Tlongkony Government to sue relief. At the conclusion, nearly §$400,000 were raised, and aside {rom the necessary
sum for rolief, the remainder was used to build dykes and embarkments to prevent further misfortune.

The story of the Lyphoon of 1906 is a sorrowful page in the history of Hongkong. Kspecially those who

- lived on tho soa suifered the worst. Mr. Ho, with the aid of the Hongkong Governnient, raiced $1 ,800,000 in a short

time. Besidos the roliof work, a romainder of $630,000 was submitted to the Hongkong Government for the use in
th conssruction of the Yaumabi Breakwater. (The whole expense of the eanstruction amounted to $2,500,000).

\When thie pleague visited Hongkong in 1894, Mr. Ho contributed §$50,000, and at the same time distril.uted

. medicine and modical mixture to the inhabitants of the Colony. . ;

In 1904, the pleague was agein in action, and the plan of establishing public dispensaries was suggested hy

Mr. Ho. Afltor bhe pleagno was entirely cleared, Mr. Ho established the Kau-U-Fong public Dispensary, the late Mr.

: T Chu Par ostablished the West Point Public Dispensary; and Mr. Ho induced the Chinese communily to

huill the Wan Chai Public Dispensary. At present, theve are ultogether nine public dispenearies in Hongkong and
Kowloon. . ;

Sinall-pox is u discase which i considered by Westorners as bad as leprosy. When an epidemic of small-pox
broke oub in 1longkong townrds the end of 1908, Mr. Io, sfter the frequent und fruitless petitions of the late Sir Ho
Kai and tho lato Sir Boshan Wei Yuk to, the Hongkong Government for improving the treatment the disease,
supplicated tho favour of Dr. Atkinson, who was then president of tho Medical Board of Hongkong, to all
to be hoaled by Chiness medicul doctors. The supplication was granted and in that year more than eighty-six percent
of Lhe sufferers wevo cured. Ak > ! ¥ e

As tho inhabitants in ITongkong and Koiwloon incrensed rapidly. Mr. Ho realizé}i the urgent neeh of n public

wospital besides the Tung Wah Hospital. With the aid of bis colleagues, he founded the Kwgng Wah Fospital in
Kowloon. : : ¥ :
To 1915, Me. 1o organ’zed the St. John Ambularce Drigade in Hongkong. For twelve years he was sole
apporter of tho organization, and within that period, not less than $150,000 of his money wefp spent. Till 1928,
vhon mombers -increased to o numbor of three hundred and expenditures beeame too ‘big, Mr.j Ho suggested that
indowment Fund should be subscrilied from the public to maintain the instibute. At present, there are nine plants in
tlio Now Tervitory and one in Cheung Chau. . L _ ¥ .

M. 1fo is one of the original member of the ** Brewin’s Fund ™ and hitherto, hundreds of poor people havo
beon bastowed with this benelicence. . _ i

The rule of the Chinese Public Cemetery in 1Yorgkorg is thal seven yenrs after the burial, the remain should
bu rembvod and buried in somewhero ¢lse. In 1911 Mr. Ho was one of the originnl members of ihe Commities to
apply for a Permanent Cemetery for the Chinese. ] - 3 .

Me. 1To is one of the founders of the Honglkong Confucian Society; ‘n comniittee in the re-construction of

. Tllis Kadoorie School; and onoe of the founders of the Hongkong Chinese General Chamber of Commerce.

Bres 170 18w Justlas of the Pense of Honghong,  Tha honowe of O,)3.19, was eonferred upon him hy Ilis late
Majosty King George Vin 1928. 1lols alsn bhe proud possessor of several Chinese decoraiions. Ry the late Fresident
Yuen Shil-kai be was honoured with the Ordor of the Chia 1To (12xeellent Crop), Third Class; the secand class of the
same Order was given by President Fung Kwok Chang: while the Second Class of .the Order with brilliuncy eame to
him from President 1fsu Shih-chang. The Red-Cross Assoeiation of China honoured him with a Medal, - The Order of
St. John of Jerusalem was given him by the St: John Ambulance Brigude, Fngland, in 1924.
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