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THE LATE SIR WE! ¥UX, BOSHEN CM.G, J. P, Kt

section of society in the Colony. On many occasions he was of invahnble qs::islfun.e to

the oMicials and his counsel was largely instrumental, notably at times of riots and strikes .|
during the past half of a century. - In sattlmg matters amicably before they assumed the -

sorious proportions which they threatened to do in several instances. Sir Wei Yuk was a

Cantonese ( Chungshan Distriet ), born in Hongkong in 1849, and came of excellent family,

Iis father, the late Mr. Wei Kwong, was a well-known banker and formerly compradore to
the Char tqmd Mercantile Bank of [ndn London, and China, in Hongkong.

After ton years’ study of Chinese, under privaté tutors, Sir Wei Yuk commenced his
Iinglish education at the Governnient. Central School, under the late Dr. Ifrederick Stewart,
LL.D., and in 1867, at the age of eighteen years, he pmceeded to Kngland and attended the
Leicester Stoneygate School for twelve months,  In 1868 he wenl to Scotland and studied
for four yvars at tha Dollar Institution. He soon became a favourite with both masters and
fellow pupils, and the impression regarding his nationality that he made and left behind him
became a tradition in the sehool, ensuring to others from the IPar ldast a most friendly
reception at that institution. The late Sir Wei Yuk was one of the first'Chinese to go abroad
for Western oducation. On his return to the Jast.in 1872, after a European {our, he entered
tho service of the Chartered Mercantile Bank of India, London, and China (now the
Moreantile Bank of Indin, Limited) in Hongkong, and on the death of his father, in 1879,
he (after a temporary retirement, aceording to Chinese custom) took up the vacant position
of compradore. _Sir Wei Yuk and his father served the bank for fxfty-tln'ee years in Hong
Kong—that is to say, since it was {irst opened,

In 1883, the late Sir Wel Yuk was appointed a Justice of the Peace, and, in 1896, becamo
an unofficial member (representing the Chinese community) of the Hong,kun-r Leglalatwe }

Council. He worked in the greatest harmony with his colleague, the late Sir Ho Kai,
C.MLG., M.B., Kt. and while not noted for long speeches, was regarded as an invalunable
adviser in connection with all logislation in any way touching the interests of his fellow
countrymen. In many other eapacities also ho had striven for the *‘bublic good. He held
numerous appointments, and served o may committees, for when his help was required
for the furtherance of the publi¢ weal it was never withheld. It is impossible to give a
complete list of his appointments in a brief biographical sketch such as is here essayed, but
a fow of his appointments may be mentioned. He was_chairman of the  Tung Wah Hospital
(Hongkong’s leading Chinese charitable insitution), i88i-83 and 1888-90; a permanent
membor of the committeo of the Po Leung Kuk for the protection of destitute women and
children (of which ho was one of the founders) since 1893; a permanent member of the
Hongkong District Watchmen’s Committee (which was formed on his suggostion); and =
member of the Standing Law Committee since 1896. 1

Moreover, he served on all the commiissions appointed b}f the Government to inquire
into mattors affocting the Chincse sinee the commencement of his public career. The Chinese
Government was indebted to him in no small degree for .the assistance he rendered in
bringing to justice Chinese ¢riminals who had fled irom Chinese territory to Hongkong and
elsewhere.  For the services which he rendered during the plague cpidemic of 1894, the
general public of 1long Kong presented him with a gold medal and a letter of thanks, while
the Chinese community also addressed to him a letier of thanks.

Sir Wei Yuk may be regsarded as the father of the Sanitary Board. IFormany years,
previous to the formation of the present body, he took greatest inferest in sanitary matiers,
and he was the friend and adviser of Professor Chadwick when that well-known 'mthont\;
visited the Colony to report on the sanitary condition of the city of Victoria.

1o suggested tho construction of a railway from Kowloon to Canton, and thence to
Peking.  He spont large sum in furthorance of the scheme which failed liow eyer, owing to
the obstacles placed in its way by Chinese officials, who at that time strenuously opposed the
introduetion of anything from the West., During tho past decade, however, several lines of

railwdy were constructed, between the places 1:‘1 ned, and they follow Llo-.u.Iy Sir Wel Yuk’s .

original plans. i
The lIonour of Kmuhthood was confened ..upon lum b\, the Bamah Empire in 1910.
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_ Asa conséien tious worker on behalf of the Chinese community of Hongkong, and as a
man who did a great deal to produce the good relations existing between ihe (iovernment
and the Chinese, the late Sir Wei Yuk’s name deserved to be specially remembered by all
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