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" THE LATE Mr. KAN YEW CHO.

kil

The late Mr. Kan was a native of Nam-hoi District, Kwangtung Proivnce,
whore he was born in 1867. He was bred up in a poor family which could-scarcely:
alford him a thorougly educauon His father died when he was yet an infant and it was
his mother who went through hard and soft to rear him up. It would be surprised-
to learn that the late Mr. Kan received mno other }n;_,her eduation than his !
homely tuition whon he was young, yet he could become a rich merchant later. When
d1e was soventeon years of age he was sent by his relations to go to school. It spite’
of. the short span of two years in school, he obtained a fair kmnowledge in writing
and counting. Before he was known to his community he had been an apprentice
in Canton, and through his frugality he could accumulate a littls savings.

In 1891, in partnership with a kinsman, Mr. Kan established a lumber firm
in Canton under the name of Wing Cheong. Through his able management and
foresight, this shop soon prospered to such an extond as enabled him to initiate a firm
of his own in Hongkong. This ambitious and industrious man worked on energetically
and before his death in 1936, he owned nine lumber shops and five go-downs, and
wag considered to be one of tho most influential lumber magnates in Hongkong,

In his life there were' many good deportments and charitable deeds and the
following descriptions are the most popular ones. First of all is that he was generous
in contributing a large amount of money to build a dike in his native village, which
is located on the bank of a river and is often threatencd by floods. Secondly,
about half of a century ago, his village was threatened by bandits who used to rob
and mado disorder every. now and then. The late Mr. Kan gave his own money to
build many ramparts and earthworks to resist the robbers. Therefore, though all
the neighbouring villages were deeply afflicted by the out]a\ss Mr. Kan’s village
was always in the safest situation,

Lastly, tho late DMr.. Xan paid much attention to' education.- He spent
considerable time and money for the purpose. In 1910 he was a director of the Kok
- Man School, and in 1935, just a year before his death, he founded 'Lschool in his

native village with his own means. : \

. ‘-
Commercially, Mr. Kan was a committee of the Chinese \Cham"\cr of
Commerco, Hongkong; Chairman of the Tumber Merchants’ \ssoclatlon, President
of the Tung Wah, Kwong Wah and Tung Wah IBast }[ospitals, and’ committec of the
Num-hoi Chamber of Commerce, Hongkong. ;
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